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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT WORKSHEET
Note to preparers: This form and EAW Guidelines are available at the Environmental
Quality Board’s website at: http://www.eqb.state.mn.us/EnvRevGuidanceDocuments.htm.
The Environmental Assessment Worksheet provides information about a project that may have the
potential for significant environmental effects. The EAW is prepared by the Responsible
Governmental Unit or its agents to determine whether an Environmental Impact Statement should
be prepared. The project proposer must supply any reasonably accessible data for — but should not
complete — the final worksheet. The complete question as well as the answer must be included if
the EAW is prepared electronically.

Note to reviewers: Comments must be submitted to the RGU during the 30-day comment period
following notice of the EAW in the EQB Monitor. Comments should address the accuracy and
completeness of information, potential impacts that warrant further investigation and the need for
an EIS.

1. Project title: MN&S Freight Rail Study

2. Proposer 3. RGU

 Hennepin County Regional Railroad Minnesota Department of Transportation
 Authority
 Contact person: Katie Walker Contact person: Frank Pafko

Title: Transit Manager, Title: Director, Office of Environmental
Stewardship

Housing, Community Works, and Transit
Address: 417 North Fifth Street, Suite 320 Address: 395 John Ireland Boulevard, MS 620

 City, state, ZIP:  Minneapolis, MN 55401 City, state, ZIP: St. Paul, MN 55155-1899
 Phone : 612-348-5655 Phone : 651-366-3602
 E-mail : Katie.Walker@co.hennepin.mn.us E-mail : frank.pafko@state.mn.us

4. Reason for EAW preparation (check one)
 __EIS scoping  __ Mandatory EAW __Citizen petition RGU discretion   X Proposer
volunteered

 If EAW or EIS is mandatory give EQB rule category subpart number and subpart name: N/A

5. Project location   County: Hennepin City/Township: St. Louis Park and Minneapolis

T29, R24 Sections 29, 30 and 31
T117, Range 21, Sections 9, 16, 17 and 20

 Attach each of the following to the EAW:
County map showing the general location of the project; (see Figures 1 and 2)
U.S. Geological Survey 7.5 minute, 1:24,000 scale map indicating project boundaries
(photocopy acceptable); (see Figure 3)
Site plan showing all significant project and natural features. (see Appendix A and
subsequent figures)

http://www.eqb.state.mn.us/EnvRevGuidanceDocuments.htm.
mailto:Katie.Walker@co.hennepin.mn.us
mailto:frank.pafko@state.mn.us


MN&S Freight Rail Study – Environmental Assessment Worksheet
05.12.2011 2

6. Description
 a. Provide a project summary of 50 words or less to be published in the EQB Monitor.

The Proposed Action consists of required track improvements to the existing Canadian Pacific
Railway  (CP)  Bass  Lake  Spur,  CP  MN&S  Spur,  and  the  BNSF  Railway  (BNSF)  Wayzata
Subdivision in the City of St. Louis Park to accommodate the proposed relocation of the Twin
Cities and Western (TC&W) freight rail traffic currently operating in the Kenilworth Corridor in
Minneapolis. A portion of the proposed BNSF siding extends into the city of Minneapolis.

b. Give a complete description of the proposed project and related new construction. Attach
additional sheets as necessary. Emphasize construction, operation methods and features that will
cause physical manipulation of the environment or will produce wastes. Include modifications to
existing equipment or industrial processes and significant demolition, removal or remodeling of
existing structures. Indicate the timing and duration of construction activities.

c. Explain the project purpose; if the project will be carried out by a governmental unit, explain
the need for the project and identify its beneficiaries.

PROPOSED ACTION

The purpose of the Proposed Action is to study how to provide the TC&W railway with a
relocated connection for operational and available freight movement to St. Paul, while
minimizing adverse impacts to the surrounding community, and providing a system that is
consistent with the State Rail Plan.

BACKGROUND AND NEED FOR PROPOSED ACTION
CP’s Bass Lake Spur used to cross the City of Minneapolis along what was known as the 29th

Street Corridor and which is now known as the Midtown Greenway.  On the east end of the 29th

Street Corridor, tracks crossed Hiawatha Avenue at-grade and eventually crossed the Mississippi
River.   The  at-grade  crossing  at  Hiawatha  Avenue,  also  known  as  State  Highway  55,  was
eliminated during the reconstruction of that roadway in 1998.  The freight tracks in the Midtown
Greenway were abandoned concurrently.

The main rail carrier on the Bass Lake Spur from St. Louis Park through the Midtown 29th
Street  Corridor  and  on  to  St.  Paul  was  the  TC&W.   Severing  the  connection  at  Hiawatha
required an alternate route for TC&W trains.  One of the alternatives identified at that time was
to provide a new connection to the MN&S Spur and rerouting trains over the BNSF Wayzata
Subdivision. The construction of a new connection between the Bass Lake Spur and the MN&S
Spur, a new connection between the MN&S Spur and the BNSF Wayzata Subdivision and the
upgrading of track on the MN&S Spur (essentially the current Proposed Action) was delayed by
the need to effect environmental remediation of a Superfund site that was on the path of the
proposed connection.  Since the severing of the connection at Hiawatha Avenue, TC&W trains
have been using a freight alignment through the Kenilworth Corridor which HCRRA purchased
from the Chicago Northwestern Railroad (CNW) to preserve the alignment for future light rail
transit (LRT) use. The Superfund site within the study area has now been delisted.  This property
is located south of Highway 7 and east of Louisiana Avenue.  It is commonly referred to as the
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Golden Auto site.   An easement  across  the property for  the proposed freight  rail  connection is
currently held by the City of St. Louis Park.

Overview of Rail Service/Operations
The Minneapolis St. Paul metropolitan area is a focal point of the freight railroad system in the
North Central region of the United States.  Four of North America’s Class I railroads, 1) BNSF
Railway, 2) Union Pacific Railroad, 3) Canadian Pacific Railway and 4) Canadian National
provide service to the Twin Cities.  Also operating in the metropolitan area are TC&W and
Progressive Rail.  Interchange among these carriers is facilitated by the Minnesota Commercial
Railroad, classified as a switching and terminal railroad, which is based in Saint Paul.  A map of
the rail network in the Twin cities is shown in Figure 4a.

The TC&W is a regional rail system operating 234 miles of railroad between the Twin Cities to
the east and Milbank, South Dakota on the west (Figure 4b)1. TC&W’s operating headquarters
is at Glencoe and operating crews are based at Glencoe, Montevideo, Winthrop and Hopkins.
Operations commenced July 27, 1991 over what was formerly known as the “Ortonville Line”
operated by the Soo Line (now Canadian Pacific Railway) between Minneapolis/St. Paul, MN
and  Milbank,  SD.   Prior  to  TC&W  and  Soo  Line  operation  of  this  line,  it  was  part  of  the
Milwaukee Road’s Main line to the Pacific Northwest.  This main line was originally built in the
1870’s by the Hastings & Dakota Railway.2

The TC&W also owns and operates the Minnesota Prairie Line, Inc. (MPL) as a wholly owned
subsidiary.  MPL is the agent/operator of 94 miles of track between Norwood and Hanley Falls,
MN, which is owned by the Minnesota Valley Regional Railroad Authority.3  TC&W and MPL
connect at Norwood, MN.

1 http://www.aar.org/~/media/AAR/InCongress_RailroadsStates/Minnesota.ashx
2 http://www.tcwr.net/general-public-2/company-overview/
3 http://www.tcwr.net/general-public-2/company-overview/

http://www.aar.org/~/media/AAR/InCongress_RailroadsStates/Minnesota.ashx
http://www.tcwr.net/general-public-2/company-overview/
http://www.tcwr.net/general-public-2/company-overview/
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